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Synopsis

Newly updated, this full-color resource offers a systematic approach to performing a
neuromusculoskeletal assessment with rationales for various aspects of the assessment. This
comprehensive text covers every joint of the body, head and face, gait, posture, emergency care,
the principles of assessment, and preparticipation evaluation. The latest edition of this core text is
the essential cornerstone in the new four-volume musculoskeletal rehabilitation series.Thorough,
evidence-based content provides the information and detail you need to select the best diagnostic
tests.Extensively updated information incorporates the latest research and most current
practices.Case Studies help you apply what you learn from the book to real life situations.Tables
and boxes throughout the text organize and summarize important information and highlight key
points.Chapter Summaries review the assessment procedures for each chapter to help you find
important information quickly.Case Histories in each chapter demonstrate assessment skills to help
you apply them in practice.Reliability and validity of tests and techniques included throughout help
you choose assessment methods supported by current evidence.A new full-color design clearly
demonstrates assessment methods, a variety of tests, and causes of pathology.A Companion
CD-ROM with all of the references from the text linked to MedLine abstracts reinforces concepts
from the book.Primary Care Assessment chapter includes the latest information on the constantly
evolving state of physical therapy practice.Includes the most current information on the assessment
of the cervical spine, hip, posture, and foot and ankle to keep you up to date on current methods of

practice.
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Customer Reviews

Magee’s text is the most comprehensive, practical text covering diagnosis and evaluation of
orthopedics I've found. | recommend it without reservation to anyone involved in
neuro-musculo-skeletal examination and diagnosis, including athletic trainers, sports medicine
specialists, primary care physicians, physiatrists, and physical therapists.OPA is organized to
include applied anatomy, patient history, detailed examination techniques (including all the
eponymous tests), diagnostic imaging, and case studies for each joint of the body. Also included are
chapters on Gait, Posture, Emergency Sports Assessment, and Preparticipation Examination.From
a physician’s viewpoint, the text lacks only a discussion of therapeutic approaches. However, these

hinge fundamentally on the physical diagnosis and lie more in the realm of physical therapists.

| bought this textbook together with Ferri’s Clinical advisor with great enthusiasm. Though this book
has fewer contributors, it offers enormous amount of information on physical assessment. Other
than the reference pages at the end of each chapter, you cannot spot a single page that does not
have a drawing, a photograph, charts, tables, or tips. You cannot resist but feel great appreciation to
the hard work invested in this masterpiece.In the era of Internet, when many folks opted to stay
away from books, this book’s style offers very competitive alternative to electronic media. The only
drawback is its blurred black and white photos. Although the author attempted to compensate for
such deficit by many informative drawings, yet better quality photos help contemporary readers to
stay focused longer during reading.Of course, the book is about physical assessment so it stops
short of complete orthopedic textbook. Each joint is discussed in terms of its applied anatomy,
history taking, examination, and ends by case studies, followed by extensive lists of references. In
addition to regional assessments of joints, chapters 14 and 15 discuss the assessment of gait and
posture, chapter 16 of the amputee, chapter 17 of emergency sports, and chapter 18 of physical
evaluation prior to participation in sport. The eighteen chapters extend over a 1000 large sized

pages with two color printing, which make its reading a breathe.

It was probably my fault for not giving the book 5 stars. | was expecting a book that would be a little
easier to use in practice. This book does a really good job of giving various physical exam tests. It
has lots of good pictures and other graphics. My two complaints, and what bumped this book down

to a 4 instead of a 5, is that it is a little too "all over the place" with the exam. | would have preferred



a book that helped me to focus. In that respect, Cooper’s Pocket Guide and Hoppenfeld’s physical
exam book are much better. Also, | would have liked to have some treatment sections in this book.

Still, all in all it's a good buy.

The Fifth Edition of Orthopedic Physical Assessment is an outstanding reference for orthopedic
physical therapists. The additional color pictures, illustrates, and upgraded tables within the chapter
topics provides the reader a overview of a wealth of information. The regional and diagnose specific
functional measurement/assessment tests are helpful for clinical outcome measurement data.
Chapter four presents an outstanding overview of TMJ examination for an example. The chapter
Appendixes with the reliability, validity, specificity, and sensitivity of special/diagnostic tests are

helpful.l looked forward to seeing the 5th edition and have not been disappointed!

| thought this was an excellent exam book. | preferred Hoppenfeld’s book, though there is less info.
Of all the ones I've read, the best is still Pocket Guide to Musculoskeletal Diagnosis. | think Magee’s

is better for a reference. Pocket Guide to MSK Dx is better for daily use.

This is the best orthopedic exam textbook I've found. It has good illustrations, is very inclusive in its
content, and is well organized. You could think of it as a sort of illustrated orthopedic examination
encyclopedia. It’s a bit burdensome to read (and carry) because of its inclusiveness nature. So don’t
think you’ll be carrying this one in your pocket for each exam. However, you'll be glad you have it on
your shelf for reference. Great work Magee! This one is well worth purchasing. Especially if you are
thinking of, or can afford, only buying one orthopedic examination reference. Lastly, don’t expect
treatment therapies from this book. It is purely diagnostic.NOTE: Beware! At the time of this writing
there was another page with other sellers selling some sort of "enhanced" version for ~$115
instead of the $80 that you’ll find on the main page. | can’t see any difference in the two as both
come with the CD-ROM. Don’t overpay. Even bookstore listing of this book with CD is $80.Evan

SundgrenDoctor of Chiropractic

| can’t compare this with other assessment books, since it's the only one I've used but coming to a
health field from a technology profession, this is very poorly written. There is lots of information, but
it's very disjointed. For example there are description of special tests without mention of what
condition they are used for or description of what a positive test is without a mention of what it's

positive for.... No mention of why things are done the way they are done, which tests are more



useful than others.. it's like a bunch of information is just thrown together in one huge pile.. Like I've
said, | can’t compare it to other books and | know that this book is probably the most

comprehensive, but | hope someone at some point does a better job at this.
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